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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 
May 22, 1956 

PRESIDENT 


Subject: Proposed Letter to President Diem 

of Viet -Nam 


l recommend that you sign the enclosed letter 
to President Diem of Viet-Nam as a reaffirmation of 
the continued high esteem of the United States 
Government for the strongest anti-Communist leader 
in mainland Southeast Asia. 

President Diem paid an official visit to the 
United States a year ago. Your letter would, therefore, 
be a personal follow-up to a chief of state whom you 
know. 


In view of present instabilities in Southeast Asia, 
it is desirable to give maximum encouragement to 
President Diem as the foremost advocate of 
in that area. 


We have been very favorably impressed by the 
Vietnamese Government's declaration of April 26, 1958* 
which exposes the propaganda nature of proposals made 
by the Communist regime in Hanoi March 7 on reunification 
We have therefore inserted a reference to the declaration 
in the proposed letter. A summary of thi 3 declaration 
is also enclosed. 


The letter would be delivered by our Ambassador 
to Viet-Nam, Alb ridge Durbrow, on his return to Viet-Nam 
in early June from consultations in Washington. 


Enclosures : 


Joh; 




a ter Dulles 


1 . 

2 . 


Suggested letter. 

Summary of Declaration 
of Government of Viet-Nam. 



